ECI FAMILY COST SHARE
Some ECI services are provided at no cost.   Other services are subject to either reimbursement from a 3rd party payor or from the Family Cost Share if families have an ability to pay.   Ability to pay is determined by the Family Cost Share Rules from the Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services (DARS) and posted on the Texas Register.

Services which are provided at no cost

· Referral and all pre-enrollment activities

· Evaluations
· Development of the Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP)
· Service Coordination (includes monthly review of the service coordination plan and all other monitoring, coordinating, and referral activities)

· Any activity that serves to ensure compliance with procedural safeguards and consumer rights.
· Translation and Interpretation
Services which are subject to the Cost Share

· All therapies (PT, OT, Speech)

· Special Skills Training

· Counseling

· Nutrition

· Behavioral Services

· Social Work Services

· Other services listed on the IFSP (Individual Family Service Plan)
Families Whose Cost Share is Automatically “zero”

· The child is enrolled in Medicaid or CHIP
· The family’s income is below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (see sliding scale fee chart)
· The child has a vision or hearing impairment and is eligible to receive  services from the Local Education Agency.
The Family Cost Share is determined by the Sliding Fee Scale which is posted on the Bluebonnet Trails Website (www.bbtrails.org) or the Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative website (www.dars.state.tx.us).     
Other Policies Regarding the Family Cost Share

· Families who appear to be eligible for Medicaid are required to apply to Medicaid or will be subject to a monthly cost share of at least $10.00 per month.   ECI Service Coordinators will assist families as needed.
· Families with insurance are encouraged to allow ECI to bill  insurance to help cover costs of the services.   If the insurance pays for any service provided during the month, the monthly cost share is zero.
· If insurance does not pay for any of the services provided during the month, the family will be billed a cost share based on the sliding fee scale.

· Families who decline permission for ECI to bill their insurance will be charged the maximum Family Cost Share of $175.00 per month.  If insurance is billed but still does not pay, the family will pay the cost share according to the sliding fee scale for family size and income.  
· Only one Cost Share will be charged to a family, even though several children are enrolled in ECI.  

Other details regarding the Family Cost Share can be found in the Family Cost Share brochure posted on the DARS ECI website,  www.dars.state.tx.us     Attestation forms and worksheets can be found on the Bluebonnet Trails website, www.bbtrails.org;  ECI Service Coordinators can assist you with this information.  

It’s important to tell the Service Coordinator anytime your income, insurance, or family size changes.   ECI PRIDE wants to be sure your Family Cost Share is accurate.
ECI services will not begin until the Family Cost Share Agreement and the Attestation Form are signed.
Payment is due within 90 days from the date that ECI receives final determination that insurance will not pay.   If payment is not received by 90 days, all services subject to the Cost Share will be suspended.   
