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USE AND DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION:  MILITARY AND VETERAN ACTIVITIES

PROCEDURE:  As a general rule, the Bluebonnet Trails Community Services, (BTCS) may not disclose protected health information unless it is requested by the consumer to whom the information belongs.  However, protected health information may be used or disclosed without authorization for specialized governmental functions including military and veteran activities.  

BTCS may disclose information about:

· members of the armed forces to the military as deemed necessary by military command authorities if those authorities have followed the procedural requirement of posting a proper notice in the Federal Register; and  

· members of foreign military personnel to appropriate foreign military authorities under the same circumstances.  

Definitions:

Authorization:  The permission to use or disclose protected health information that relates to services for purposes other than treatment, payment or health care operations or other purposes allowed by law given by the person who can authorize the use or disclosure of protected health information.

Consumer:  A person who, voluntarily or involuntarily, is seeking, receiving, or has sought or received services or treatment from BTCS.

Disclosure:  Releasing, transferring, providing access to or divulging in any manner protected health information outside BTCS.

Protected Health Information (PHI):  Any information that BTCS creates or receives that relates to the past, present or future physical or mental health condition of a consumer; or payment for services provided to the consumer; and which identifies or can be used to identify the consumer.

Use:  The sharing, employment, application, utilization, examination or analysis of protected health information within BTCS.

