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USE & DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION:  PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCIES

PROCEDURE:  The Bluebonnet Trails Community Services (BTCS) may disclose protected health information to a public health authority authorized by law to collect or receive such information for the purposes of:

· reporting vital statistics;

· preventing or controlling disease, injury or disability; and

· conducting public health surveillance, public health investigations and public health interventions.

BTCS will maintain an accounting of the disclosure of the protected health information.

Definitions:

Consumer:  A person who, voluntarily or involuntarily, is seeking, receiving, or has sought or received services or treatment from BTCS.

Disclosure:  Releasing, transferring, providing access to or divulging in any manner protected health information outside BTCS.

Protected Health Information (PHI):  Any information that BTCS creates or receives that relates to the past, present or future physical or mental health condition of a consumer; or payment for services provided to the consumer; and which identifies or can be used to identify the consumer.

Public Health Authority:  A government agency responsible for public health matters as part of its official mandate. A public health authority includes any such agency of the United States, a state, a United States territory, a political subdivision of a state or territory, or an Indian tribe.  It also includes persons acting under a grant of authority by such a government agency, including employees and contractors.  

