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USE AND DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION:  DISASTER RELIEF PURPOSES

PROCEDURE:  In the event of a public health disaster, Bluebonnet Trails Community Services (BTCS) may use or disclose protected health information for the purposes of coordinating with a public or private entity authorized by law or by its charter to assist in the disaster relief efforts.  BTCS will seek authorization from the consumer unless BTCS’s professional judgment determines that adhering to the requirements for authorization will interfere with the ability of BTCS or the entity to effectively respond to an emergency situation.  

Definitions:

Authorization:  The permission to use or disclose protected health information that relates to services for purposes other than treatment, payment or health care operations or other purposes allowed by law given by the person who can authorize the use or disclosure of protected health information.

Consumer:  A person who, voluntarily or involuntarily, is seeking, receiving, or has sought or received services or treatment from BTCS.

Disclosure:  Releasing, transferring, providing access to or divulging in any manner protected health information outside BTCS.

Protected Health Information (PHI):  Any information that BTCS creates or receives that relates to the past, present or future physical or mental health condition of a consumer; or payment for services provided to the consumer; and which identifies or can be used to identify the consumer.

Public Health Disaster:  A declaration by the governor of a state of disaster that there exists an immediate threat from a communicable disease that poses a high risk of death or serious long-term disability to a large number of people and creates a substantial risk of public exposure because of the disease’s high level of contagion or the method by which the disease is transmitted.
Use:  The sharing, employment, application, utilization, examination or analysis of protected health information within BTCS.

