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REVOCATION OF AUTHORIZATION TO DISCLOSE PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION

PROCEDURE: Bluebonnet Trails Community Services (BTCS) will ensure the consumer’s right to revoke an authorization for use and disclosure of protected health information.  The authorization form used by BTCS informs the consumer that the consumer may revoke the authorization for use or disclosure of protected health information at any time by delivering a written statement to BTCS:

· signed by the consumer

· providing the date and purpose of the authorization

· indicating the intent to revoke the authorization

BTCS will comply with the revocation by the consumer on the date the written statement is received except to the extent that BTCS has already acted and/or relied upon the authorization to use or disclose the consumer’s protected health information.  

If the consumer refuses to sign an authorization for the following services, the consumer will be unable to participate in the following services:

· alcohol and substance abuse treatment and the purpose of the authorization is to obtain payment for the alcohol and substance abuse treatment; and

· research-related treatment and the purpose of the authorization are to obtain permission to use and disclose protected health information for research.

Definitions:

Consumer:  A person who, voluntarily or involuntarily, is seeking, receiving, or has sought or received services or treatment from BTCS.

Disclosure:  Releasing, transferring, providing access to or divulging in any manner protected health information outside BTCS.

Protected Health Information (PHI):  Any information that BTCS creates or receives that relates to the past, present or future physical or mental health condition of a consumer; or payment for services provided to the consumer; and which identifies or can be used to identify the consumer.

Use:  The sharing, employment, application, utilization, examination or analysis of protected health information within BTCS.

