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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE
PURPOSE

It is the primary purpose of the Human Rights Committee to ensure that persons served by Bluebonnet Trails Community Services’ ICF-DD program are provided services and treatments in the least intrusive manner reasonably appropriate to the individual's needs, that they  are afforded due process, and that their rights are fully protected.

This Committee shall periodically review current and proposed activities or significant program changes to assure the protection of the welfare and rights of clients. This Committee may also serve as a due process review for proposed behavior modification programs, interventions, or strategies as appropriate to ensure that our services do not violate the human rights of clients.  All behavioral programs developed for residents of the Agency ICF-DD homes, will have such programs reviewed and approved by the Human Rights Committee before they are implemented.
The Executive Director of the Center may request that the Committee investigate incidents pertaining to client care.

Any person shall be free to file a complaint directly with the Human Rights Committee without fear of retaliation. 

The Committee will review a summary of complaints filed with the Rights Protection Officer regarding consumer services or rights violations, as well as appeals that have been filed.  Trends that are noted may result in Committee initiated corrective actions or education.

RESPONSIBILITY
The Committee shall be responsible to the Executive Director and submit to her the minutes of each meeting.

MEMBERSHIP 

 A.
The Committee shall be comprised of the following members:

 
1. Rights Protection Officer (Chairperson)


2. Alternate Rights Protection Officer

3. Facility staff members

 
4. Parent

  
5. Person not affiliated with the facility 

6. Client.

B.
A committee member who has a conflict with or interest in a proposal or recommendation before the Committee shall be excluded from Committee deliberations on the matter.

C.
Each member of the Committee will receive continuous training in Client Rights.

FUNCTIONS
A.
The Committee will review current and proposed restrictions of rights for persons who receive services from the Agency’s ICF-DD homes, which include (but are not limited to):  Money Management, Freedom of Movement and Privacy to ensure that due process is afforded and client rights are protected.  This would include any restrictive measure taken by a Treatment Team on behalf of a person. See related procedure, Consumer Rights Protection.
B.
The Committee will review current and proposed Behavior Therapy programs for residents of the Agency’s ICF-DD homes, assuring that intrusive or restrictive measures are not taken unless other measures have failed and that the measures are appropriate and reviewed with a frequency designated by the Committee.  The Committee will assure that appropriate consent is obtained for these measures to be utilized. Behavior Therapy programs developed for consumers of other Agency ICF/DD Services may also be reviewed by this Committee. See related procedure, Consumer Rights Protection.
C.
The Committee will review the use of Psychoactive Medications for all persons with whom they are utilized in agency ICF-DD programs.  For all other programs (General Revenue, HCS, TxHL), the Treatment Team of consumers will serve as the due process review (as documented on the Human Rights Review Record) unless the usage is either atypical or complex.  See related procedure, Consumer Rights Protection, for additional protections offered these consumers.
D.
The Committee will review and monitor the Center’s written procedures pertaining to Client Rights.

MEETINGS
Meetings will be held on an as needed basis, most particularly to facilitate review of any proposed restrictions for persons residing in the Agency’s ICF-DD programs.  Meetings can be held on an emergency basis or in between regularly scheduled meetings if the need demands it.  Emergency meetings can be scheduled or requested through the Consumer Rights Protection Officer/Chairperson or their Alternate.   These meetings can be held in person or, if needed, by telephone or internal e-mail.  All such meetings will be documented and, where necessary, signatures or e-mail return obtained from participants at the earliest possible occasion.  Substitutions for absent members can  be supplied where necessary as long as the substitute member meets the same criteria for membership type (see Membership above).

PROCEDURE
A. The Chairperson will call the meeting to order. In the absence of the Chairperson, the Alternate Rights Protection Officer may chair the Committee.

B. Meeting minutes will be taken, and all Committee members and other designated persons  will be sent a copy of the Committee minutes.  Copies will also be sent to the department heads for consumer services.

C. The Committee will discuss all Client Rights issues brought before it, approve or disapprove of those issues as indicated, make recommendations where indicated, and investigate issues where insufficient information has been presented.   

1. Reviews of all restrictions for ICF-DD program residents will be done at least annually, unless otherwise indicated by the Committee on the Human Rights Review Record.

2. Behavior Therapy Programs must be reviewed at least annually.

D. A participation roster will be signed by all members in attendance.  For televideo

participants, attendance records can be faxed or sent in by mail.  Emergency meetings will be documented as they occur and signatures obtained at the first available opportunity (for telephone or internal e-mail meetings).

E. The meeting will be adjourned by the Chairperson/Rights Protection Officer or the Alternate.

CONTACT: Consumer Rights Protection Officer
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